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INEXPLICABLE LIGHTNESS

Married for 10 years, Olivia Haviland and Freddy Deane
thought they knew everything about each other. That is,
until the day Olivia peeked over Freddy’s shoulder. as she
had done thousands of times before, and learned some-
thing that would change their lives. Amazed. she turned
to her husband and said, “It’s as if you spoke Russian and
I never knew it.”

Freddy wasn’t speaking a foreign language, but he was
using the language of art. The actor, screenwriter. and
television producer had never told his Art Director wife
he could draw. He was sketching images for a book in-
spired by their young daughter. Olivia, who has worked
in galleries in New York and Paris, was struck by the “in-
explicable lightness and joy”. Freddy's whimsical draw-
Ings were a welcome contrast to the commercial images
plastered on cups and plates designed for children. Hav-
ing always wanted to start her own company, Olivia, of
the famed Haviland porcelain family, knew exactly what
the first product would be. A plate, of course. The first
seeds of Smiling Planet were planted.

i ;'./ (
1\ 7\ = - - -
\‘/\‘CJ | "/ 5 ( ‘l ay| O
Yy ¥ \J ( vV \/ / \ \ L (\ ‘.\
D 4
o - ~ N N BN KING Mt .
5 l\wJ.‘ [ | !b\_\) : )("1‘(")@% : :"J! \ ) “Art 1S when you put out into the world what vou believe
] St A . .
IS beautiful,” says Freddy, who now draws all of the im

ages for Smiling Planet products. They are often subjects

found in children’s books - animals, the moon, the stars
- that are reimagined into “whimsical drawin
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I'm still making/r’thies because whether it is a
plate or'a’boltle cap! once you add an image,
every little thifig can tell a story.”

A DIFFERENT LOOK AT PI
Enjoying their products also means not worrying about toxic chemicals. While studying the
plastic, Olivia was alarmed about the use of formaldehvde in sealing images to melamine pl
sate, non-toxic method of production, Olivia looked for a manufacturer for a year. She finally f
who had never made plates, but had an impressive environmental track record. After many la
floor, they manaaged to fuse two existing technologies in a way that is not reallv used

1or cnual

materials. The result is a medical grade, recycled plastic plate that is bpa free, phthalate free, d

ally unbreakable
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